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BIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON

BIRDS OF THE WASHINGTONREGION. I

BY MAYTHACHERCOOKE.

It is probable that the files of the Biological Survey contain a

greater amount of data on the movements of birds about Wash-

ington than is available for any other section of the country.

These records, gleaned from various sources, extend over a

period of nearly eighty years, and from the late seventies are

nearly continuous. For the past fifteen years, through the

efforts of members of the Biological Survey and the local Audu-

bon Society and of other local ornithologists, very full notes

have been obtained on the spring migration of birds, but data

on the fall migration, especially of many breeding species, are

scarce.

In 1861' Coues and Prentiss published a list of the birds of

the District of Columbia, containing 225 species. With the

publication of their revised List in 1883^ the number was

increased to 248. Dr. Richmond's list of 19023 records 291

species and subspecies and 1 hybrid. In 1908* under the title

"Bird Migration in the District of Columbia,
"

Wells W. Cooke

published a summary of the data then available, comprising a

table of the dates of migration and lists of permanent residents

and casual visitants. Five years later,^ under the same title,

he published a revised table for the spring migration. In these

two lists the number of birds known to have occurred about

116th Ann. Rep. Smiths. Inst., 1861 (1862), pp. 299-421.

2Avifauna Columbiana, Bull. 26, U. S. Nat. Mus., 1883, pp. 1-133.

sBirds of Washington and Vicinity, L. W. Maynard; rev. ed., 1902. List by Dr.

Richmond, pp. 178-186.

4Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., XXI, 1908, pp. 107-118.

bibid., XXVI, 1913, pp. 21-26.

1—Proc. Biol. Soc. Wa.sh., Vol. 34, 1921. (1)
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Washington was given as 293,
^ of which 2 are hybrids. The

present hst comprises 299 species and subspecies, besides 2

hybrids and 2 hypothetical forms. Five of the additional

forms —Glaucous Gull, Red-legged Black Duck, White-rumped

Sandpiper, Black-bellied Plover, and European Starling
—have

been detected in the vicinity since the publication of Professor

Cooke's papers; the others are included on the basis of old

records which have recently come to Hght. It is probable that

before long some of the more recently described subspecies

known to migrate through the eastern United States will be

added to the Washington list. One species, Barrow's Golden-

eye, which was included by Professor Cooke as doubtful, is here

omitted since reexamination of the specimen has shown it to be

the American Goldeneye. One species, the Sooty Shearwater,

has been transferred to the hypothetical list because of insuflfi-

cient data.

The territory covered in the present paper is approximately

that within a radius of about twenty miles from the Capitol,

including Sandy Spring, Laurel, Camp Meade, Upper Marl-

boro, and Marshall Hall, Maryland, and Mount Vernon, Fair-

fax, and Great Falls, Virginia. This is a slight extension of the

limits nominally used in previous lists.

In the following table of migration dates, the figures under the

heading "No. of dates" indicate the number of dates of arrival

or departure used in calculating the succeeding average dates.

Since the object of migration averages is to indicate the normal

date of arrival or departure, certain exceptionally early or late

dates of occurrence have been recorded as "accidental" and not

used in figuring the averages. In the case of spring arrival,

dates that are late enough unduly to affect the average have

been discarded as not representing first arrivals. In the

computation of averages, when the result includes a fraction of

less than one-half, the next lower whole number has been used;

and in the case of a fraction of more than one-half, the next

higher whole number has been used.

The species known to occur in this region are classified under

four heads: (l)Permanent Residents, those which are found in

the region at all times of year; (2) Regular Migrants, migratory

iThis was due to an error in counting. The actual number of names in the 1908 list

is 294-
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species which occur regularly; (3) Rare, Irregular, or Accidental

Visitants, those which are stragglers or occur only in small

numbers; (4) Hypothetical Species, those concerning which

the data is insufficient to allow their inclusion in any other

division. For convenience, the table of migration dates of

regular migrants is placed at the end of the present paper.

As far as possible the authorities for all records are given.

Several years ago, Dr. Charles W. Richmond kindly loaned to

the Biological Survey his manuscript notes on the birds of this

vicinity which were then copied for the dates only. As the

original notes are not just at present available, in many cases it

is impossible to tell which are from his own observations, and

which from other sources which he considered authentic. In

such instances, the records are quoted as "Richmond MS."
I desire to express here my gratitude to those persons, many

of whose names appear as authorities for records, whose reports

on the birds about Washington have made my work possible.

I am especially indebted to Dr. Harry C. Oberholser and Mr.

Francis Harper for much valuable advice and assistance.

Permanent Residents.

Wood Duck Aix sponsa (rare)

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycHcorax naevius

Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus umbellus (very rare)

Bob-white Colinus virginianus virginianus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura septentrionalis
1 Marsh Hawk Circus cyaneus hudsonius

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter velox

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo borealis borealis

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus lineatus

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus platypterus

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus leucocephalus

American Sparrow Hawk Cerchneis sparveria sparveria

American Barn Owl Tyto alba pratincola (rare)

American Long-eared Owl Asio otus wilsonianus (rare)

Barred Owl Strix varia varia

Screech Owl Otus asio naevius

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus virginianus (rare)

Harry Woodpecker Dry abates villosus villosus (rare)

Downy Woodpecker Dryobates pubescens medianus

iRare in stunmer.
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Pileated Woodpecker
iRed-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

Blue Jay
Southern Crow
Fish Crow

European Starling

Meadowlark
American Goldfinch

English Sparrow
1 Field Sparrow

Song Sparrow
Cardinal

Cedar Waxwing
^Migrant Shrike

Mockingbird
Carolina Wren
White-breasted Nuthatch

Tufted Titmouse

Carolina Chickadee

^Southern Robin

Bluebird

Phloeotomus pileatus pileatus (very rare)

Melanerpes eythrocephalus erythrocephalus

Centurus carolinus

Colaptes auratus lufeus

Cyanocitta cristata hromia

Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus
Corvus ossifragus

Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris

Slurnella magna magna
Astragalinus tristis tristis

Passer domesticus domesticus

Spizella pusilla pusilla

Melospiza melodia melodia

Richmondena cardinalis cardinalis

Bombycilla cedrorum

Lanius ludovicianus migrans
Mimus polyglottos polyglottos

Thryothorus ludovicianus ludovicianus

Sitta carolinensis cookei

Baeolophus bicolor

Penthestes carolinensis carolinensis

Planesticus migratorius achrusterus

Sialia sialis sialis

Rare, Irregular or Accidental Visitants.

In the following list are included all the known authentic dates for the

species that are but stragglers in the vicinity of Washington, and for a few

that occur fairly regularly but only in small numbers.

Holboell's Grebe (Colymbus holboellii).
—One, November 4, about 1850

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, about 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); Sep-
tember 30, 1877 (W. F. Roberts); March 26 and December 2, 1916

(L. D. Miner); one, January 20, 1920 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata).
—One, spring, 1882 {fide Smith and

Palmer); October 20, 1889 (Richmond MS.); November 15, 1892 (W.
Palmer); October 30, 1904 (A. K. Fisher).

Brunnich's Murre {Uria lornvia lomvia).
—Six specimens, December 14,

1896-January 1, 1897 (collections of P. Bartsch and W. Palmer).
Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus hyperbore%is) .

—One, April 5-9, 1914

(E. A. Preble); one, February 20, 1920 (F. Harper)— February 21, 1920

(M. J. Pellew.)

iRare in winter.

2Rare in summer.
3The Northern Robin {Planesticus migratorius migratorius) occurs in migration and may

prove to be our wintering bird.
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Laughing Gull (Chroicocephalus atricilla).
—Two, September 24, 1894

(W. Palmer); flock, September 9, 1914 (F. M. Weston, Jr.); several, May
11-12, 1917 (W. Palmer); two, April 27, 1918 (F. Harper); two, October

26, 1919 (F. Harper); four, September 26, 1920 (J. Kittredge, Jr.); other

records without dates.

Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica).
—Occasional in autumn.

Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia).
—September 29, 1896 (C. W. Rich-

mond); two, October 4, 1896 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); eight. May 11,

1917 (F. Harper); one. May 5, 1918 (A. Wetmore).
Forster's Tern {Sterna forsteri).

—
One, August, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat.

Mus.); one, summer 1875 (fide P. L. Jouy).

CommonTern (Sterna hirundo).
—One about 1860 (C. Drexler); flock of

twelve. May 7, 1894 (W. Palmer); several. May 11, 1917 (W. Palmer)—
May 26, 1917 (I. N. Gabrielson); ten, April 24 and 27, 1918 (R. W.
Moore) ; two, December 23,. 1918 (Preble and Wetmore) ; two. May 2 and

16, 1920 (J. Kittredge, Jr.); twelve, October 31, 1920 (J. Kittredge, Jr.).

Least Tern {Sternula antillarum antillarum).
—One about 1858-59 (C.

Drexler); one, August 17, 1878 {fide C. W. Richmond).
Black Skimmer {Rynchops nigra).

—
One, September 8, 1858 (Coues and

Prentiss).

Leach's Petrel {Oceanodroma leucorhoa leucorhoa).
—

Four, August, 1842

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); two, about 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one,

probably this species, January, 1878 (W. Palmer); one, June 7, 1891

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Hawaiian Petrel {Oceanodroma castro castro).
—August 28-30, 1893

(W. Palmer).

Wilson's Petrel {Oceanites oceanicus).
—

One, August, 1842 (Auk, XXXV,
1918, p. 85); one about 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, June 27, 1914

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Double-crested Cormorant {Phalacrocorax auritus auritus).
—One, 1859

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, July 19, 1884 (W. Palmer); one, November,
1884 {fide C. W. Richmond); two, April 19, 1896 (A. K. Fisher); one,

October 1, 1896 (C. W. Richmond) ; several. May 11, 1917 (W. Palmer)—

May 20, 1917 (Miner and Moore).

American White Pelican {Pelecanus erythrorhynchos).
—One, 1863 (Spec.

U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, April, 1864 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); two, autumn,
1864 {fide Smith and Palmer) ; one, October, 1878 {fide Smith and Palmer) .

Red-Legged Black Duck {Anas rubripes rubripes).
—Occurs in migration

but is seldom distinguished from the Black Duck (A . r. tristis). The only
definite dates are: March 25, 1917 (F. Harper); April 21, 1918 (F.

Harper) .

GadWALL {Chaulelasmus streperus).
—February 25, 1860 (Spec. U. S.

Nat. Mus.); flock, August 24, 1884 {fide C. W. Richmond); two, Novem-
ber 1, 1916 (H. C. Oberholser); one, December 27, 1919 (Preble and

Wetmore); three, March 28, 1920 (A. Wetmore).

European Widgeon {Mareca penelope).
—

Spring, 1863 (Spec. U. S. Nat.

Mus.); October 16, 1892 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).
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European Teal (Nettion crecca).
—One, April, 1885 (Spec. U. S. Nat.

Mus.).

Shoveler (Spatula clypeata).
—October 28, 1887 (B. Greenwood); Septem-

ber 21, 1894 (Richmond MS.); October 3, 1901 (B. Greenwood) ;
October

4, 1905 (B. Greenwood); one, September 17, 1911 (W. L. McAtee); one,

October 25, 1916 (V. Bailey)— one, October 26, 1916 (F. Harper); three..

March 24, 1918 (L. Griscom).

Bufflehead (Charitonetta albeola).
—Winter 1841-42 (Bull. Nat. Inst.);

January 29 and April 1 and 10, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); April 3,

1876 (W. Palmer); December 2, 1916 (L. D. Miner); December 23, 1916

(J. P. Young) ; January 20, 1917 (L. D. Miner) and April 15, 1917 (A. Wet-

more); December 26, 1917 (Miner and Moore); March 16, 1918 (L. D.

Miner); March 21, 1920 (J. Kittredge, Jr.); December 29, 1920 (E. A.

Preble); November 8, year unrecorded (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Old-squaw (Clangula hyemalis).
—November, 1842 (Auk, XXXV, 1918,

p. 85); April, 1856 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); April 15, 1881 (C. W. Rich-

mond); November 20, 1884 (H. W. Henshaw) ; April 3, 1889 (Richmond

MS.) ;
October 20, 1889 (W. Palmer) ; April 20, 1896 (Richmond MS.) ;

November 6, 1915 (F. M. Weston, Jr.); April 21, 1917 (F. Harper).

American Eider (Somateria mollissima dresseri).
—One specimen in the

collection of the Maryland Academy of Sciences (Kirkwood, Birds of

Maryland).
American Scoter {Oidemia americana) .

—December, 1842 (S. F. Baird).

White- WINGED Scoter [Melanitta deglandi deglandi).
—

December, 1842

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); November, 1880 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.);
October 14, 1882 {fide Coues and Prentiss); April 18, 1892 (Spec. U. S.

Nat. Mus.); October 28, 1894 (Richmond MS.); one, November 8, 1920

(L. Griscom).

Surf Scoter {Melanitta perspicillata) .
—

February, 1842 (Auk, XXXV,
1918, p. 85); December 11, 1858 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); February 19

and April 10, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, 1868 (Richmond MS.).
White-fronted Goose {Anser albifrons albifrons).

—March, 1856 (Spec.

U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Brant {Branta bernicla).
—

January, 1844 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); Decem-
ber 16, 1858 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Whistling Swan {Olor columbianus) .

—Earliest date of fall arrival, 16

years' record, October 15, 1901 (B. Greenwood); average, November 6;

rare in spring; January 14 and March 25, 1881 (Richmond MS.); March

22, 1907 (W. W. Cooke) and April 5, 1907 (J. H. Riley); March 18, 1916

(L. D. Miner)— March 20, 1916 (W. W. Cooke).

Glossy Ibis {Plegadis autumnalis).
—Two about 1817 {fide Audubon); one,

September, 1900 (J. W. Daniel, Jr.).

Wood Ibis {Mycteria americana).— ^-T-wo, July 2, 1892 (E. M. Hasbrouck);

two, July 20, one, July 27, 1896 (W. Palmer).

American Egret {Casmerodius albus egrettn).
—A wanderer from the south

occurring nearly every year from July to September. Earliest date of

arrival, 9 years' record, July 8, 1894 (W. Palmer); average, July 30;
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average date of departure, 3 years' record, September 13; latest, Sep-
tember 22, 1914 (W. D. Appel). Once recorded in spring, May 30, 1891

(C. W. Richmond).
Snowy Heron {Egretta thula thula).

—One about 1841 (Spec. Mus. Oberlin

College).

Little Blue Heron {Florida caerulea caerulea).
—Occurs nearly every year

in late summer. Earliest date of arrival, 13 years' record, July 7, 1894

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); average, July 30; average date of departure, 6

years' record, September 11; latest, September 24, 1911 (E. A. Preble).

Once recorded in spring May 12, 1917 (W. Palmer).

Yellow-crowned Night Heron (Nydanassa violacea).
—One, August,

1901 (W. Palmer).

Sandhill Crane (Megalornis canadensis mexicana) .
—One specimen, previ-

ous to 1861 (fide Coues and Prentiss).

King Rail (Rallus elegans).
—

July 7, 1843; eggs and female June 18,

1887 (H. W. Henshaw) ;
December 16, 1889 (W. Palmer) ;

November 7,

1891 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); December 21, 1892 (W. Palmer); young,
June 26, 1893 (W. Palmer); eggs, May 30, 1910 (S. S. Dickey); May 12,

1913 (W. Palmer); August 30, 1913 (W. D. Appel); August 31, 1913

(G. E. Barnes); August 7, 1914 (W. W. Cooke); December 2, 1914

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); May 11, 1917 (W. Palmer); August 20, 1917

(R. W. Moore); December 4, 1919 (E. A. Preble).

Clapper Rail (Rallus crepitans crepitans) .
—September 8, 1882 (fide Coues

and Prentiss).

Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis).
—Autumn, 1843 (Auk, XXXV,

1918, p. 85); October 4, 1879 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); March 28, 1884

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); April 14, 1893 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); Novem-
ber 17, 1893 (W. Palmer); May 20, 1917 (N. Hollister).

Black Rail (Creciscus jamaicensis jamaicensis).
—

September, 1861 (Coues

and Prentiss) ; September 25, 1877 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); June 6, 1879

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); May 29, 1891 (E. J. Brown) ; September 1, 1908

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); September 15, 1918 (R. W. Moore).

Florida Gallinule (Gallinula chloropus cachinnans). —One, 1863 (Spec.

U. S. Nat. Mus.) ;
October 26, 1876 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); October 15,

1880 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); spring, 1882 (fide Coues and Prentiss);

April 19, 1892 (E. M. Hasbrouck) ; August 12, 1892 (E. M. Hasbrouck) ;

September 7, 1892 (W. Palmer); September 1, 1893 (W. Palmer); Sep-

tember 30, 1902 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); September, 1917 (A. Wetmore);

eggs, June 3, 1918 and May 30, 1919 (E. J. Court).

Red Phalarope (Phalaroptis fulicarius) .
—October 17, 1885 (Spec. U. S.

Nat. Mus.).

Northern Phalarope (Lobipes lobatus).
—August 31, 1891 (Spec. U. S.

Nat. Mus.); one, August 29, 1916 (Moore and Shoemaker).

Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus griseus).
—September 2, 1878 (W. F.

Roberts).

Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus scolopaceus) .
—Seven,

April, 1884 (fide Smith and Palmer).
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Stilt Sandpiper {Micropalama himantopus) .

—September 8, 1885 (H. W.
Henshaw); one, October 26, 1916 (F. Harper); one, September 6, 1918

(A. H. Hardisty).

White-rumped Sandpiper {Pisobia fuscicollis).
—

One, October 8 and 24,

1916 (F. Harper); four, May 11, 1917 (W. Palmer); one, September 20,

1918 (A. H. Hardisty).
Baird's Sandpiper {Pisobia bairdii).

—Septembers, 1894 (Spec.U. S. Nat.

Mus.); September 25, 1894 (W. Palmer).

Red-backed Sandpiper (Pelidna alpina sakhalinn). —October 22, 1842

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); April 22, 1887 (W. Palmer) ; September 25, 1894

(E. M. Hasbrouck); flock, October 15, 1916 (F. Harper)— November 1,

1916 (H. C. Oberholser); May 11-12, 1917 (H. C. Oberholser); October

17, 1918 (A. H. Hardisty) ; April 24 (Richmond MS.), year not recorded.

Western Sandpiper (Ereunetes mauri).
—September 8, 1894 (W. Palmer) ;

September 11, 14 and 22, 1894 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); August 21 and

September 3, 1897 (W. Palmer); September 25, 1919 (Spec. U. S. Nat.

Mus.).

Sanderling (Crocethia alba).
—

September, 1874 (Richmond MS.); one,
October 24, 1885 (Richmond MS.); three, September 22, 1894 (W.
Palmer); two, September 26-30, 1898 (Richmond MS.); September 27,

1898 (E. A. Preble).

Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmahis semipalmatus) .

—A flock, August
10-11, 1893 (W. Palmer); one, May 16, 1917 (F. M. Bailey); other

records without dates.

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax).
—September 3, 1894 (W. Palmer).

Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus americanus). —
One, April

11, 1842 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).
Black-bellied Plover (Squatarola squatarola cynosurae).

—
Three, Sep-

tember 26, 1914 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, October 24, 1916 (H. C.

Oberholser); one, October 26, 1919 (A. Wetmore).
Golden Plover {Pluvialis dominica dominica).

—Once taken (D. W.
Prentiss).

Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus).
—August 26, 1877

(W. Palmer); May 9, 1879 (Richmond MS.); May 3, 1884 (Richmond
MS.); August 22, 1892 (E. M. Hasbrouck); August 30 to September 22,

1894 (Richmond MS.); August 21, 1897 (Richmond MS.); May 16-25,

1906 (D. E. Lantz); May 10, 1907 (D. E. Lantz); May 10, 1909 (E. A.

Preble); June, year not recorded (Spec. Brit. Mus.).
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus). —March 25, 1881 (Richmond MS.);

May 3, 1884 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria inierpres rnorinella).
—Three, about 1860

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); two, May, 1881 (fide Smith and Palmer) ; June,
1882 (fide Smith and Palmer); one, September 2, 1912 (E. R. Adams);
other records without dates.

Heath Hen (Tympanuchus cupido).
—

One, April 10, 1859 (Proc. Biol. Soc.

Wash., XXXII, 1919, p. 198).
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Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo silvestris).
—Formerly resident, now

probably exterminated in the vicinity of Washington, though it still

occurs near Occoquan, Va., a little beyond our limits. The latest record

is of eggs found near Falls Church, Va., in May, 1903 (J. H. Riley).

Passenger Pigeon {Edopistes canadensis).
—Formerly abundant, now

extinct; the last large flock was previous to 1860. Records since then

are: September 18, 1877; April 3, 1887 (H. W. Henshaw); April 4, 1887

(A. K. Fisher); September 11, 1889 (W. Palmer); October 19, 1889

(Richmond MS.); May 2, 1891 (R. W. Shufeldt).

Ground Dove {Chaemepelia passerina passerina).
—September 1, 1844;

February, 1861; 1865; January 29, February 2, and December 4, 1867

(all specimens U.S. Nat. Mus.); October 14, 1888 (C. W. Richmond).

Black Vulture {Coragyps urubu uriihu).
—Four, March 30, 1895 (Rich-

mond MS.); one, July, 1896 (Richmond MS.); one, December 17, 1899

(P. Bartsch); one, February 21—March 10, 1917 (N. Hollister); two,

August 5, 1918 (W. Palmer); five, January 2, 1920 (H. S. Barber).

Swallow-tailed Kite {Elanoides forficatus forficatus).
—August 3, 1895

(Richmond MS.); April 11, 1897 (P. Bartsch).

American Goshawk (Astur gentilis atricapillus) .
—Previous to 1883 {fide

Coues and Prentiss) ;
December 27, 1887 (A. K. Fisher) ; January 1, 1896

(Richmond MS.); September 1 and 2, 1916 (T. A. Davis); December 20,

1917 (T. A. Davis).

American Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus sancti-johannis) .
—One

about 1859 (Richmond MS.); December 29, 1879 (H. W. Henshaw);

December 23, 1882 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.) ;
March 17, 1888 (A. K. Fisher) ;

March 30, 1888 (C. W. Richmond); January 1, 1895 (E. A. Preble);

December 23 and 31 1916 (Gabrielson and Kalmbach); January 1, 1918

(A. H. Howell).

Golden Eagle {Aquila chrysaetos) .—December 26, 1857 (Spec. U. S. Nat.

Mus.); March 7, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); December 8, 1887;

November 24, 1890 (Richmond MS.).

Duck Hawk {Rhynchodon peregrinus anatum). —December, 1878 (fide

Coues and Prentiss) ;
October 23, 1900 (Richmond MS.); March 1, 1910

(N. Hollister); May 22, 1918 (L. Griscom); December 23, 1918 (H. H.

Sheldon) ; April 30, 1919 (H. H. Sheldon) ;
has been seen several times in

winter about the Post Office Department building.

Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus flammeus) .
—

One, autumn, 1842 (Bull.

Nat. Insti.); one, April 12, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, April 20,

1861 (Richmond MS.); one, March, 1862 (Richmond MS.); one, Novem-

ber 22, 1886 (A. K. Fisher); one, January 28, four, March 5, one, March

28, 1887 (A. K. Fisher); two, November 13, 1887 (H. W. Henshaw) ; one,

January 7 and 23, one, February 13, one, December 10, 1888 (A. K.

Fisher); one, March 13, and one, November 29, 1889 (A. K. Fisher); one,

December 13 and two, December 20, 1890 (A. K. Fisher); one, November

20, 1891 (A. K. Fisher); March 2, 1913 (A. Wetmore).
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Saw-whet Owl {Cryptoglaux acadica acadica).
—February 12, 1859 (Spec.

U. S. Nat. Mus.); November 11, 1878 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); Decem-

ber, 1880; October 3, 1886 (F. S. Webster); March 12, 1889 (C. W.

Richmond); November 1, 1889 (A. K. Fisher); December 31, 1889

(W. A. Merritt) ; one, December 12, 1890 (W. B. Barrows) ; three, January

4, one, February 4-5, 1891 (E. M. Hasbrouck); February 19, 1893 (C.

W. Richmond); two, 1905 (T. Roosevelt); one, February 6, 1916 (I. N.

Gabrielson); one, November 30, 1916 (A. K. Fisher); January, 1914

(R. W. Shufeldt) ;
December 1, 1917 (E. A. Sikken).

Snowy Owl (Nyctea nyctea).
—December 4, 1858 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.);

November 1 and 11, 1885 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); December 30, 1890

(C. W. Richmond); about 15 taken the winter of 1876-77 (Richmond

MS.).
Carolina Paroquet (Conuropsis carolinensis carolinensis) .

—A flock,

September, 1865 (fide Smith and Palmer).

Chuck- will's-widow (Antrostomus carolinensis).
—

One, July 22, 1895

(R. Ridgway); one, summer, 1896 (C. W. Richmond).
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Muscivora forficata).

—One, about 1865

(Richmond MS.); one, April, 1881 (Richmond MS.).
Arkansas Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis).

—September 30, 1874 (Spec.

U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Olive-sided Flycatcher (Nuttallornis borealis).
—

Several, September,
1881 (R. Ridgway); May 5, 1912 (A. K. Fisher); one. May 22, 1915

(W. W. Cooke); two, August 13, 1917 (R. W. Moore); one, September 9

and 14, 1918 (R. W. Moore) ; one. May 10, 1919 (Miner and Moore) ; one.

May 16, 1920 (E. A. Preble) ; one. May 22, 1920 (M. T. Cooke).

Horned Lark (Otocoris alpestris alpestris).
—March 3, 1885 (H. W. Hen-

shaw) ;
December 10-11, 1886 (H. W. Henshaw) ; January 8, 1887 (H. W.

Henshaw); April 2, 1887 (Richmond MS.); November 25, 1888 (Rich-

mond MS.); October 29, 1889 (C. W. Richmond); March 29, 1891 (Spec.

U. S. Nat. Mus.); February 2, 1895 (A. K. Fisher); November 25, 1903

(A. K. Fisher) ; February 13, 1910 (H. W. Henshaw) ;
December 15, 1917-

March 1, 1918 (F. Harper).
Prairie Horned Lark (Otocoris alpestris praticola).

—
February 8, 1881

(W. Palmer); January 23-February 16, 1888 (W. Palmer); August 11,

1889 (C. W. Richmond); February 10-24, 1918 (F. Harper).
Horned Larks occur in the vicinity of Washington nearly every winter,

but in most instances the race is not determinable.

Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) .
—One,

August 29, 1892 (E. M. Hasbrouck).
Bronzed Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula aeneus).

—
Probably occurs nearly

every year in migration, definite dates are: April 17, 1886 (Spec. U. S.

Nat. Mus.); April 6, 1887 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); February 22, 1888

(Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); March 8, 1895 (C. W. Richmond); March 28,

1896 (C. W. Richmond); March 4, 1897 (C. W. Richmond); February 22,

1898 (C. W. Richmond); February 14 and 15, 1906 (R. W. Wilhams);

January 21, 1916 (F. M. Bailey); March 18 to April 4, 1918 (H. C.

Oberholser).
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Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enudeator leucura).
—

Several, January 23,

1888 (H. W. Henshaw); three, November 26, 1903 (T. H. Levering).

American Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra minor). —
Irregular winter visitant,

sometimes abundant. Has been noted from October 10 (1886, H. W.

Henshaw) to June 2 (1902, C. W. Richmond). A female taken May 23,

1884 (R. Ridgway) showed unmistakable evidence of having recently

incubated. A young bird barely able to fly was taken with an adult,

May 17, 1885 (H. M. Smith). These seem to be the only evidences of

the breeding of this species in the vicinity.

White-winged Crossbill {Loxia leucoptera).
—One, about 1864 (C.

Drexler) ; one, about 1874 (fide Coues and Prentiss) ; one, November, 1906

(C. W. Richmond); one, August 11, 1907 (spec, brought to Biol. Surv.);

flock, October 23, 1913 (R. W. Williams); many, December 10, 1916

(W. L. McAtee)—January 16, 1917 (D. C. Mabbott).

Redpoll (Acanthis linaria linaria).
—One, February 19, 1875 (Richmond

MS.); seven, February 12, 1899 (Richmond MS.); small flock, March 9,

1914 (R. W. Moore)—March 12, 1914 (M. T. Cooke).

Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis).
—February or March, 1842

(Auk, XXXV, 1918, p. 85) ; one, November, 1886 (W. Palmer) ; large

flock, February 18-22, 1905 (Piper and Cary); one, December 19, 1917

(C. H. M. Barrett).

Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus lapponicus).
—

Several, Decem-

ber 11, 1886 (H. W. Henshaw).
Nelson's Sparrow (Atnmospiza caudacuta nelsoni).

—One, September,

1862 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, September 18, 1893 (W. Palmer);

September 26, 1898 (Richmond MS.); two. May, 1906 (Richmond MS.).

Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus grammacus). —One, August 25,

1877 (W. F. Roberts); two, August 27, 1877 (R. Ridgway); August 8,

1886 (H. W. Henshaw).
Montana Junco {J unco oreganus montanus). —

April 28, 1890 (R. Ridg-

way).
Bachman's Sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis bachmani). —

April 29, 1896 (J. D.

Figgins); one all summer, 1912, near Lanham, Md. (W. R. Maxon); May
12, 1913 (Maxon and Kearney); June 1, 1913 (A. Wetmore); April 26,

1914 (A. Wetmore); May 9, 1915 (A. Wetmore); May 2, 1918 (R. W.

Moore); one. May 22, 1920 (L. D. Miner); regular visitor for many
years to a field near Congress Heights (P. Bartsch).

DiCKCissEL (Spiza americana).
—Formerly a common breeder, but dis-

appeared about 1875, and is now only an accidental visitor. One, May
31, 1887 (H. W. Henshaw); one, summer, 1894 (C. W. Richmond).

Northern Shrike (Lanius borealis borealis).
—February 10, 1846 (Spec.

U. S. Nat. Mus.); one, winter 1859-60 (Richmond MS.); one, early 1865

(Richmond MS.); November 7, 1884 (Richmond MS.); November 6 and

13, 1887 (H. W. Henshaw); December 26, 1887 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.);

November 17, 1888 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); January 10, 1891 (Richmond

MS.); February 10, 1896 (Richmond MS.); December 28, 1917 (Ober-

holser and Swales); January 26, 1920 (G. W. Field); other specimens

without dates.
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Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea).
—One or two noted in

twelve different years, the earliest date of arrival being April 26, 1916

(R. W. Moore); the average of 9 years' records, May 4. Twice noted in

June, possibly breeding.

Brewster's Warbler (Vermwora leucobronchialis) (hybrid).
—-May 8,

1885 (W. Palmer); May 1, 1895 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.).

Lawrence's Warbler (Vermivora lawrencei) (hybrid).
—May 12, 1907

(W. H. Osgood).
Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata celata).

—October 13, 1889

(H. W. Henshaw) ;
October 14, 1894 (W. Palmer).

Northern Parula Warbler (Compsothlypis americana pusilla).
—A com-

mon migrant, but the records are in most cases not separable from those

of the Parula Warbler. May 26 and 30, 1905 (H. C. Oberholser) ; May
9, 1912 (W. L. McAtee); May 12, 1913 (H. C. Oberholser); October 5,

1917 (M. T. Cooke).

Cerulean Warbler (Dendroica cerulea).
—

October, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat.

Mus.); May, 1861 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); May 5, 1888 (E. M. Has-

brouck); May 11, 1890 (E. M. Hasbrouck); May 12, 1899 (Richmond

MS.); May 29, 1902 (Richmond MS.); May 9, 1904 (W. W. Cooke); May
15, 1904 (A. K. Fisher); May 3 and 11, 1907 (W. W. Cooke); May 13,

1909 (R. W. Shufeldt).

Kirtland's Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii).
—September 25, 1887 (W.

Palmer) .

Palm Warbler (Dendroica palmarum palmarum).
—

Probably occurs every

year in migration, but is not distinguished from the Yellow Palm Warbler.

Has been noted in spring from April 22, 1885 (Richmond MS.) to May
20, 1917 (McAtee and Holt) ;

and in autumn, from September 18, 1887

(Richmond MS.) to October 11, 1861 (R. Ridgway).
Grinnell's Water-thrush (Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis).

—May 11,

1879 (W. Palmer); May 5, 1885 (W. Palmer) ; August 5, 1886 (Richmond

MS.).

Northern Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas brachidactyla) .
—Abundant

in migration but is not distinguished from the Maryland Yellowthroat;

September 23, 1902 (C. W. Richmond) ; May 11, 1917 (M. T. Cooke). ,

Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickiibewickii) .
—Has been noted in spring

in fourteen different years, the earliest date of arrival being March 26,

1897 (Richmond MS.), and the average, April 8; accidental, February 8,

1918 (J. H. Riley) ;
twice noted in autumn, November 11, 1889 (Richmond

MS.) ;
December 22, 1890 (C. W. Richmond) ; although it has been noted

in summer, it has never been known to nest.

Short-billed Marsh Wren (Cistothorus stellaris).
—May 9, 1890 (E. M.

Hasbrouck); May 3, 1893 (W. Palmer).

Black-capped Chickadee (Penthestes atricapillus atricapillus) .
—January

1, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); December 10, 1859 (Spec. U. S. Nat.

Mus.) ;
December 24, 1876 (W. Palmer) ;

December 25, 1878 (W. Palmer) ;

January 2, 1879 (W. Palmer) ; February 2, 1879 (Richmond MS.) ;
com-

mon, February 21, 1885 (H. W. Henshaw)—April 19, 1885 (W. Palmer);

April 19, 1896 (H. W. Henshaw); October 19, 1896 (Richmond MS.).
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Bicknell's Thrush (Hylocichla minima minima). —October 3, 1885 (Rich-

mond MS.); May 14 and 18, 1888 (Spec. U. S. Nat. Mus.); May 17, 1892

(E. A. Preble); May 24, 1893 (E. A. Preble).

Hypothetical Species.

Sooty Shearwater {Puffinus griseus stricklandi) .
—"

Puffinus cinereusirom

Potomac River," a specimen presented to the National Institute for the

Promotion of Science at the meeting, September 12, 1842,
^ is probably

referable to this species. This record is very likely the basis for the in-

clusion of the Audubon Shearwater in previous Washington lists.

Prairie Chicken {Tympanuchus americamis americanus).
—A speci-

men taken March 17, 1885, was undoubtedly an introduced bird, as about

that time birds taken in the west were liberated in Kent County, Mary-
land.

iProc. Nat. Inst. Prom. Sci., Bull. Ill, 1842-45, p. 251.
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